Editorial
Ten years after Madeleine Leininger produced the first biannual issue of the Journal of Transcultural Nursing in 1989, it was time for some changes and refreshment. She and Marilyn McFarland had accomplished the hard work of starting a new journal. However, there was growing concern over the journal's narrow focus, the lack of manuscript submissions, and that it needed to have a more regular and timely production schedule. In response to these concerns, the Transcultural Nursing Society's (TCNS) Board charged an Editor Transition Team to recruit and recommend an editorial team and academic publisher capable of meeting the journal's needs.
Thus, 1 year after serving as president of TCNS, I was selected by the board for the position of editor of the Journal of Transcultural Nursing (TCN). My past experience of starting a new cardiovascular nursing journal 15 years earlier proved invaluable for this new challenge. In August of 1998, I negotiated the first 5-year contract with Sage Publications, Inc., which began the long and continuing relationship between the TCNS and the publisher. Together with a team of former TCNS presidents and leaders-such as Joyceen Boyle, Joan Uhl Pierce, Dula Pacquiao, and Dee Ray-we were able to publish a quarterly journal within 5 months of signing the contract with Sage.
Sage Publications provided the vital resource of a worldwide marketing base, which was immediately evident in the tripling of manuscript submissions within our first year with them. Also contributing to this continuing increase was a broadening of the focus for the journal to encourage the exchange of opinions from multiple perspectives on the cultural influences that affect nursing and health care. Contributions were also solicited from our interdisciplinary colleagues, researchers, educators, theoreticians, and practitioners to address the journal's mission. This expansion of contributors provided the editorial staff with a larger selection from which to accept a broader variety of topics and opinions, and to select reports of more rigorously conducted research studies.
In late 2001, Sage joined with other major journal publishers in the Health InterNetwork Academic and Research Initiative (HINARI) Project, a joint effort undertaken by publishers and the World Health Organization to provide electronic access to journals gratis or at greatly discounted rates to underdeveloped countries' libraries. TCN participated in this project, which immediately opened our exposure to 113 countries. The journal also joined CAPES-SAGE (Caucus Archival Projects Evaluation Service), with 96 institutions in Brazil; KESLI (Korea Electronic Site License Initiative), with 35 Korean institutions; and the CDC (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention).
In 2003, it was time to solidify our relationship with our close colleagues at the Council on Nursing and Anthropology (CONAA) of the American Anthropological Association. Dr. Leininger founded both TCN and CONAA, and many TCN members were also CONAA members because we have many shared interests. The relationship was formalized in October 2003 when the journal was officially endorsed by CONAA, a relationship that endures until the present day.
Another benefit of our relationship with a large professional publisher such as Sage Publications is that they submitted our journal's application for an "Impact Factor" in the Journal Citation Report (JCR). Primary criteria for acceptance are a journal's topical uniqueness, timeliness of publication, and volume of citations. Only the top 10% to 12% percent of the 7,500 scholarly and technical journals worldwide submitted is accepted each year. The journal was accepted in 2006, with an impact factor of 1.0 and ranked 28 out of 58 nursing journals. Having an "impact factor" affected the quality of the manuscripts submitted.
All of these actions contributed heavily to the growth of the journal during this 15-year period: increased exposure, broadening of focus, and timeliness of more issues per year. By 2013, institutional subscriptions increased by 16-fold, with half coming from developing countries. Whereas in 1997 the journal was 81% subscribed in the United States, by 2013 the distribution was more balanced globally: 25% United States, 22% Africa, 16% Europe, and 14% Asia. The addition of online access yielded 160,000 full-text downloads and 861,000 total accesses per year. Because of this exposure, half of all manuscript subscriptions were now coming from outside the United States, from researchers living within the cultures they were studying. Through these actions, the TCNS vision of providing the knowledge base necessary to ensure cultural competence was being realized during this period.
